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e contemporary
question

Whether people love or ha_te the style

of home, the contemporary question
~always comes up, real-estate agents

say. These days, even in a traditional
“town, modern-leaning design is

finding new fans. For more on

the story, see Page 6.

“An expansive main room with abundant natural light
‘and modern decor is a key feature of this contempo-
rary-style home on 5.5 acres at 2861 Millstone Plan-
tation Road. The four-bedroom house is one of the
featured homes today in an open-house event for

contemporary designs.
CHRISTIE ORROS/SPECIAL TO HOMEFINDER.COM WEEKLY
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Contemporary style speaks to many of today s buyers

By Christie Orros
Special to HomeFinder.com Weekly

“So tell me, what kind of
a house feels like home to
you?"” the Realtor asks the
couple to get the discus-
sion started.

“I want a big gourmet
kitchen and he wants a
huge garage,” the wife
immediately replies.

“Wow, what a sur-
prise...” the Realtor thinks
to herself.

“Oh yeah, and I abso-
lutely [love/hate] contem-
porary-style houses,” says
the husband.

This conversation
echoes dozens of times
a day through Realtors’
offices all over our fine
city. :

As a long-time fellow
Realtor often reminds me,
“There's a rear-end for
every seat.” This is true,
because inevitably some-
one out there will fall in
love with every house in
Tallahassee if the price
and style are right.

Thus, a previously
neglected and increas-
ingly sought-after dwell-
ing style for today’s abode
hunters is “green, contem-

porary«lsh" (Yes, that's a
real word in real estate
sales-speak). Thanks to
HGTV’s boundary-push-
ing style influence, our
ever-rising utility bills
and a growing desire to
simplify our over-teched
lives, there is a movement
townrd what most view as-
“contemporary” architec-
ture and design.

What is a “contempo-
rary” house? We can’t
exactly define it, but we
know it when we see it. To
add a more textbook base
to the subject, I searched
through books and web-
sites from sources one
would deem the proper
authorities of architec-
tural style definitions.
Ultimately, I found what
I believe to be the most
relatable explanation in an
obscure article on Wise-
geek.com (www.wisegeek.
com/what-is-contempo-
rary-architecture.htm):

“A precise definition of
‘contemporary’ architec-
ture... is not so simple to

articulate.

“It is generally recog-
nized that contemporary
architecture is an evo-
lution of modern archi-
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This contemporary-style home on 5.5 acres at 2861 Millstone Plantation Road has numerous modern features that

enhance the living spaces and draw attention to the natural surroundlngs It is one of the featured homes today in an
open-house event for contemporary designs.

tecture. While these two
terms are sometimes used
synonymously, this usage
is not correct. Modern
architecture refers to the
building style of the early
to mid-20th century. It
featured clean lines and
an emphasis on function.
Those elements that char-
acterized modern archi-
tecture, however, were
also sometimes thought
to be cold and imperson-
al. This belief lead to the
creation of the contempo-
rary style as 13 recognized
today.

“Like the modern style,
contemporary architec-
ture connects indoor
and outdoor spaces, but
it adds some person-
al touches and warmth
throughout the living
space. The use of natu-
ral light also plays a big
part in defining this style.
For this reason, large and
expansive windows are a
common and easily recog-
nized feature of contempo-
rary homes.

“Green building is also
becoming a strong compo-
nent of the contemporary
style. Architects today are
placing more emphasis
on energy efficiency; they
also are using sustainable,
natural, and recycled

materials, thus creating
eco-friendly houses. Con-

‘temporary homes are also

often thoughtfully inte-
grated into their natural
surroundings.”

Sounds great, doesn't
it? However, this isn't Ari-
zona or California. This is
North Florida. We love our
columns, red brick, tall
roof lines and front porch-
es, right? Yes, but if you
strolled through any of the
amazing houses on display
for last month’s Parade of
Homes event, you saw a
lot of completely open liv-
ing areas (goodbye, sepa-
rate formal dining room),
green building materials
and floor-to-ceiling win-
dows with lots of natural
light.

In the decade I've been
working in Tallahassee
real estate sales, not once
have I heard a buyer say,
“You know, this house
would be so much better
if we added a few more
walls to the living area.”
We Realtors have helped
so many buyers price out
wall removals that we
ought to give away sledge
hammers at closings. Even
if buyers do want a more
traditional face on their
house, they want it to have
an open interior and be as

functionally and energy-
efficient as possible.

Locally, there is an
invisible polar line for
house style. On one far
end is “contemporary”
and the other is “tradi-
tional.” Contemporary —
open, clean lines, green,
etc. Traditional — sep-
arate living areas, less
natural light. Buyers and
sellers will nearly always
express their thoughts on
where a house falls on this
line, according to their
interpretation,

Patti Ketcham, a fellow
Realtor, adds her thoughts
on which way buyers often
lean on this line. “I have
known buyers who start-
ed out wanting tradition-
al and fell for contempo-
rary, but I cannot recall
one buyer who started
out wanting contempo-
rary and falling for a tra-
ditional home,” she says.
“Every contemporary -
home I have sold, the sell-
ers always talked about
the great parties and fam-
ily gatherings they had at
their house through the
years.”

People that grew up in
traditional houses often
seek out the benefits that a
truly contemporary home
can offer. Mark Holcomb, .

who recently purchased

a home in Betton Hills
that is easily recogniz-
able as an true contem-
porary house, had this to
say about his flat-roofed
1950s-era “atomic ranch.”

“Its style is simple, yet
unique. It brings the out-
doors into the house in
several ways, from the
atrium to the large win-
dows in the living room,
dining room and family
room. I've tried to learn
a little bit about mid-cen-
tury architecture, which
helps me appreciate these
and many other details
even more,” Holcomb said.

Some of the finer exam-
ples of Tallahassee's con-
temporary houses can
be toured today from 2
to 5 p.m. Local Realtors
have gathered their con-
temporary inventory to
showcase, among them
an amazingly well done,
ultra-contemporary home
with walls of glass sur-
rounding a pool and a
stunning kitchen with only
two walls can be found at
2861 Millstone Plantation
Road.

— Realtor Christie Orros is
an agent with Coldwell Bank-
er Hartung and Noblin Inc. in

Tallahassee. Contact her at

4 agent@tallyrealestate.com.
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